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CASA – Supporting Information 

 

The premises will be a cultural dance venue called Casa, operated by the company 

Kizomba Addiction Ltd & will be a cultural dance venue.   

 

Kizomba is a popular genre of dance (a ballroom style dance) and music originating 

from Angola. It is a derivative of semba, with a mix of Kilapanda and Angolan 

Merengue, and sung generally in Portuguese. Over the last few decades, it has become 

increasingly prominent outside native communities & migrant communities around the 

world, social Kizomba events are hugely important as a connection to their native 

traditions and culture.  

 

Casa customers will come from a wide variety of backgrounds, but primarily from the 

afro-Portuguese communities. Other customers come from Angola, Cape Verde, 

Guinea Bissau, Sao Tome, Mozambique as well as Portugal. Many of the Angolan 

community for example had relocated as refugees and have somewhat struggled for 

footing in the UK. 

 

Kizomba dancing is used as a form of therapy to combat stress and a way to meet 

people and stave off loneliness as well as managing some level of physical activity. It is 

also essential way for people to remind themselves of what used to be their home, a 

form of social bonding a space to catch up with their community. And with the growing 

popularity amongst non-afro-Portuguese, it’s an opportunity to connect with other 

communities and arrest any possible marginalisation.  

 

Casa will be a reliable, fun and above all safe place for both native and non-native 

Kizomba dancers to enjoy an authentic experience and facilitate exercise and wellness 

through dancing. Dance classes and social events will be provided to customers from 

25 and 55. They also intend to serve food from Afro-Portuguese countries, and artwork 

displayed throughout the premises that reflects the cultures from the afro-Portuguese 

communities.  



 

 

 

 

 

CURRENT OPERATION 

 

The applicant has been operating at different locations in London for over 10 years, with 

the business having been incorporated as a limited company since 2015. They are 

currently located at Flow Dance (they have been there 1 year), before that they 

operated in what was known as Bar Lenuccia (for around 2 years), and then moved to 

Adulis where they operated for 8 years.  

 

At the current location they can only operate once a week on Saturdays from 20:00-

03:00 and obviously are severely restricted by not having their own venue. This 

application is part of the creation of a more permanent space on the high street, their 

own much needed venue where they can operate every day of the week with extended 

hours. A venue that will  represent and recognize the afro-Portuguese community, and 

help to integrate them into the wider British society. 

 

Over the years the company has operated, they have sold alcoholic drinks to customers 

and many drinks that are recognised by the Afro-Portuguese community. The intention 

at the new venue is to stock and serve more exclusively Palop drinks to aid their pursuit 

of an authentic Angolan experience. During the years of operating from the various 

venues, there have been no problems or complaints regarding the sale of alcohol or any 

aspect of the operation of the business.  

 

THE APPLICATION 

 

It is understood that the premises is not located in any of the council areas of concern. 

That said, the applicant is aware of the policies and has undertaken every assessment 



possible to ensure the licensing objectives will not be undermined by the activities at the 

premises.  

 

Hours 

 

Because many of the customers are from struggling backgrounds and work unsociable 

hours the later hours into the morning are crucial, if the venue doesn’t open late, those 

workers would not have the opportunity to take part social activities. The applicant has 

already taken time to survey their existing customers and asked them what would 

happen to them and how would they feel if the current events  

were to close or not be able to open late. The answers were unequivocal - they would 

be negatively affected in terms of their mental health. It is crucial to the afro-Portuguese 

people that they have a space that is run well, and they can rely on.  

 

 

THE AREA – SUITABILITY OF LOCATION  

 

The applicant has researched the local area in detail and understand the mix of 

premises locally. The Ministry of Sound is next door, Southwark Playhouse is over the 

road & there are also pubs such as Wetherspoons and eateries such as Nando’s. There 

are none that provide dance classes and a space for the specific Kizomba dance style. 

There were several contributing factors to this site being selected as the primary choice. 

 

 Safety (including transport links & fire safety) 

 Community & local residents 

 Noise impact 

 

 

SAFETY 

 



Transport Links 

The current events are held in Oval, not far from these premises, and this won’t be too 

far for them to attend these premises instead. Also, the main demographic for the 

activities are living in the surrounding areas to the premises. 

The building being positioned on the main road enhances not only the visibility of the 

business but the safety of the clientele on their way to and away from the premises. The 

location is a very busy transport route, it has a number of bus routes as well as London 

Underground Northern Line (night tube) & the Bakerloo line and the overground railway 

station. Many of the bus routes operate all night long. 

If the licence is granted, links will also be made to private hire firms to further assist 

dispersal.  

Fire Safety 

An assessment has taken place as regards fire safety and the fire routes required for 

the number of attendees. Not only does this property have the required width for the 

intended capacity, it also has multiple exits which means the applicant will be able to 

operate with a higher level of reassurance in case of an emergency situation. 

COMMUNITY & LOCAL RESIDENTS 

The local community and how it may impact them and the potential for disturbance has 

been considered. The potential for disturbances is low due to the nature of the clientele 

at this venue. Alcohol forms only a minor element of the complete offering to the 

customers, the dancing community are peaceful and want to enjoy a space where they 

can feel at home with friends. 



Having a university close by is also a positive element as  regards community as a large 

number of students love to explore dancing and this would be of benefit to them.  

SOUTHWARK CULTURAL COMPACT – The applicant was attracted to Southwark due 

to the progressive outlook on community and developing minority and cultural 

communities and businesses, they believe their concept fits into the boroughs outlook.  

NOISE IMPACT 

The position of the premises is next to rail lines to the left and a commercial property to 

the right and backs onto the Ministry of Sound night club which also has a late licence. 

The 1st of 2nd floor will have to have considerable sound protection from the railway 

lines which will generate far more noise than the premises.  

In terms of customer noise from patrons upon arrival, when queuing or upon departure 

the applicant will ensure that SIA security are in place and instructed to manage these 

issues as a priority. Service will be speedy due to the purchase of tickets in advance.  

Noise and vibration escaping from the premises has been assessed by way of a 

professional sound report.  

The property does not neighbour any residential properties, with the closest residential 

neighbours being located in a building across the busy ‘A’ road.  All of these factors will 

result in a low risk to any nuisance being caused to residential neighbours.  
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CONDITIONS PROPOSED BY APPLICANT 
Volunteered Conditions 

On first appointment, all staff employed at the premises will receive training on the 
Licensing Act 2003 including input on preventing underage sales, preventing sales of 
alcohol to people who are drunk and any other relevant matters. Training shall be 
regularly refreshed at no less than annual intervals. The training must be recorded 
and be accessible on the premises and made available for inspection upon request 
of a Police Officer or an authorised officer of the licensing authority or (in the case of 
online training) within 48 hours. 

Crime & Disorder 

A CCTV system will be in operation at the premises and recorded images shall be 
retained for a period of 31 days. CCTV images will be provided to the police and 
other responsible authorities as soon as practicable and in any case within 48 hours 
of a request for such images, subject of the provisions of the DPA. 

Public Safety 

An incident register will be maintained at the premises and made available to the 
authorities on request. 

Public Nuisance 

Notices will be displayed at the entrance/exit to the premises asking customers to 
leave the store quietly and respect local residents. 

Protection of Children from Harm 

The premises will adopt a ’Challenge 25’ policy. This means that if a customer 
purchasing alcohol appears to be under the age of 25, they will be asked for proof of 
their age, to prove that they are 18 years or older. 

Posters will be on display advising customers of the ‘Challenge 25’policy. 

The only forms of identification that will be accepted will bear their photograph, date 
of birth and a holographic mark and/or ultraviolet feature. Examples of appropriate 
identification include a passport, photocard driving licence, military ID, and Home 
Office approved proof of age ID card bearing the PASS hologram. 




